Prophets on Patriarchal Blessings

Personal Scripture

Receive a patriarchal blessing. Study it carefully and regard it as personal scripture to you—for that is
what it is. A patriarchal blessing is the inspired and prophetic statement of your life’s mission together
with blessings, cautions, and admonitions as the patriarch may be prompted to give. ... Receive your
patriarchal blessing under the influence of fasting and prayer, and then read it regularly that you may
know God'’s will for you. (President Ezra Taft Benson, “To the Youth of the Noble Birthright,” April 1986)

A Star to Follow

A patriarchal blessing from an ordained patriarch can give us a star to follow, which is a personal
revelation from God to each individual. If we follow this star, we are less likely to stumble and be
misled. Our patriarchal blessing will be an anchor to our souls, and if we are worthy, neither death nor
the devil can deprive us of the blessings pronounced. They are blessings we can enjoy now and forever.
(President James E. Faust, “Priesthood Blessings,” October 1995) 4

A Blessing Fulfilled

Sometimes someone will worry because a promise made in a patriarchal blessing is not yet fulfilled. ...
That does not mean that the blessing will go unfulfilled. It is well to know that things happen in the
Lord’s due time, not always in ours. Things of an eternal nature have no boundaries. From the
premortal existence to our existence beyond the veil of death, our life is an eternal life. (President Boyd
K. Packer, “The Stake Patriarch,” October 2002)

A Prophetic Document

When | was a young man, a mere boy of 11, | received a patriarchal blessing from a man I had never
seen before and never saw thereafter. It is a remarkable document, a prophetic document. It is
personal, and | will not read extensively from it. However, it contains this statement: “The nations of
the earth shall hear thy voice and be brought to a knowledge of the truth by the wonderful testimony
which thou shalt bear.”

When | was released from my mission in England, | took a short trip on the continent. | had borne my
testimony in London; | did so in Berlin and again in Paris and later in Washington, D.C. | said to myself
that | had borne my testimony in these great capitals of the world and had fulfilled that part of my
blessing. That proved to be a mere scratching of the surface. Since then I have lifted my voice on every
continent, in cities large and small, all up and down from north to south and east to west across this
broad world—from Cape Town to Stockholm, from Moscow to Tokyo to Montreal, in every great capital
of the world. It is all a miracle. (President Gordon B. Hinckley, “Seek Ye the Kingdom of God,” April 2006)



A Liahona

The same Lord who provided a Liahona to Lehi provides for you and for me today a rare and valuable
gift to give direction to our lives, to mark the hazards to our safety, and to chart the way, even safe
passage—not to a promised land, but to our heavenly home. The gift to which | refer is known as your
patriarchal blessing. Every worthy member of the Church is entitled to receive such a precious and
priceless personal treasure.

Your patriarchal blessing is yours and yours alone. It may be brief or lengthy, simple or profound.
Length and language do not a patriarchal blessing make. It is the Spirit that conveys the true meaning.
Your blessing is not to be folded neatly and tucked away. It is not to be framed or published. Rather, it is
to be read. It is to be loved. It is to be followed. Your patriarchal blessing will see you through the
darkest night. It will guide you through life’s dangers.

Your patriarchal blessing is your passport to peace in this life. It is a Liahona of light to guide you unerringly to
your heavenly home. (President Thomas S. Monson, “Your Patriarchal Blessing: A Liahona of Light,” October
1986)

Cherish It!

Help in maintaining the proper perspective in these permissive times can come to you from many
sources. One valuable resource is your patriarchal blessing. Read it frequently. Study it carefully. Be
guided by its cautions. Live to merit its promises. If you have not yet received your patriarchal blessing,
plan for the time when you will receive it, and then cherish it! (President Thomas S. Monson, “May You
Have Courage,” April 2009, General Young Women Meeting)



